The Copper
Voluntary Risk
Assessment

Working with public authorities to ensure the
safe production and safe use of copper products
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Copper products are at the heart of the EU’s conventional

|
D I d yO u and renewable electrical energy systems, they help deliver

clean drinking water and facilitate modern transportation and

|< n OW th a t 7 communications networks. Copper is also an essential nutrient,
- ensuring the health and well-being of people across the globe.

The safety of copper production and use has been confirmed by the industry’s “Voluntary

Risk Assessment” (VRA) performed, between 2000 and 2008, in cooperation with the
[talian Government’s Istituto Superiore di Sanita.

This proactive, voluntary initiative of the industry was fully endorsed by the EU
authorities in April 2008. It was also the first example of its type in Europe to be
completed in advance of REACH, the new European Union’s regulation on chemicals.

Recognised and accepted by the scientific community and by the EU regulatory
authorities, the VRA provides a comprehensive and sound scientific basis on which to
assess the safe production and use of copper.

The VRA:

=» Quantifies copper emissions during production and use

=>» Assesses copper exposures to workers, consumers and the environment

=» Recommends safe limit values for the environment and human health

=» Compares all of the above and recommends where additional risk management
measures are needed
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